ESSAYS ON THE GITA

realisation of the soul as the one imperishable self by
whom all this universe has been extended. Finite
bodies have an end, but that which possesses and uses
the body, is infinite, illimitable, eternal, indestructible.
It casts away old and takes up new bodies as a man
changes worn-out raiment for new; and what is there
in this to grieve at and recoil and shrink? This is not
born, nor does it die, nor is it a thing that comes into
being once and passing away will never come into
being again. It is unborn, ancient, sempiternal; it is
not slain with the slaying of the body. Who can slay
the immortal spirit? Weapons cannot cleave it, nor
the fire burn, nor do the waters drench it, nor the
wind dry. Eternally stable, immobile, all-pervading,
it is for e\er and for ever. Not manifested like the
body, but greater than all manifestation, not to be
analysed by the thought, but greater than all mind,
not capable of change and modification like the life
and its organs and their objects, but beyond the changes
of mind and life and body, it is yet the Reality which
all these strive to figure.

Even if the truth of our being were a thing less
sublime, vast, intangible by death and life, if the self
were constantly subject to birth and death, still the
death of beings ought not to be a cause of sorrow. For
that is an inevitable circumstance of the soul's self-
manifestation. Its birth is an appearing out of some
state in which it is not non-existent but unmanifest to
our mortal senses, its death is a return to that unmani-
fest world or condition and out of it it will again
appear in the physical manifestation. The to-do made
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